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Just as a child who, in his innocence, lets go a useful object
and asks for a toy, the Government is giving up a useful thing
like justice and is clinging to the toy of prestige. And the more
the Government tries to cling to this prestige, the further it recedes.
At the end of the struggle, the Government will incur disgrace
rather than earn a good name.
The enquiry to which the Government has consented is differ-
ent from what the satyagrahis want. They do not demand an
enquiry in order to examine omissions, commissions or any factual
errors. Those mistakes are apparent to anyone who sees the pages
of the Enquiry Committee's reports. It is their contention that the
Enquiry Committee has not carried out the enquiry according to
the provisions of law. Therefore they want that the entire enquiry
should be conducted afresh. So long as this is not done, people
would not get justice, whatever type of enquiry is undertaken.
Hence the terms of reference for the enquiry should be made clear
at the very outset. The people of Bardoli or Valod do not say
that there has been injustice only in two or three cases, but
that the whole enquiry is full of mistakes. The case of the satya-
grahis is that the Government does not have adequate basis in their
rules and regulations for collecting revenue on a higher assessment.
Hence, the burden of proof that there is such justification falls on
the Government. This should have been clearly stated in the terms
of reference of the Enquiry Committee, but this was not done.
Again another condition is absolutely necessary. The Commit-
tee should also enquire whether Government was justified in adopt-
ing a policy of oppression in the collection of revenue.
Whatever redress can be given to the people should be with
regard to the hardships suffered by them as a result of this policy.
They lost health; their cattle became weak, some of them died.
Misfortunes such as these are inevitable in a satyagraha struggle.
People should not ask for compensation in these matters. But
what of those who are in jail, of those whose land has been
confiscated and of those whose property has been sold away at
ridiculously low prices? Hence, if a settlement is indeed to be
arrived at and if the Government wishes to do justice, no sooner
is the document for the settlement1 drawn up than the following
should be done:
1.     Satyagrahi prisoners should be released.
2.     Land attached (whether sold or not) should be returned to
the owners.
1 For the terms of Bardoli Settlement, vide Appendix III.